
30th Congress, [ SENATE. J Executive 
1st Session. j^0 5^ ’ 

REPORT 
OF THE 

SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY, 

In relation to the delay in the erection of a light-house on Execu¬ 
tion Rocks. 

June 2, 1848. 
Read, and ordered to be printed. 

Treasury Department, 
June 1, 1848. 

Sir: In compliance with a resolution of the Senate, dated 29th 
ultimo, directing the Secretary of the Treasury to “inform the 
Senate what progress has been made in the erection of a light¬ 
house on Execution Rocks, under the act of March 3, 1847, and 
what causes have occurred to delay the completion of that work,” 
I have the honor to transmit, herewith, the report of S. Pleasonton, 
esquire, the officer charged with the general superintendence of the 
light-house establishment, dated 31st ultimo, communicating the 
information asked for in the resolution of the Senate. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
R. J. WALKER, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. George M. Daleas, 

President of the Senate and 
Vice President of the United States. 

Treasury Department, 
Fifth Auditor's Office^ May 31, 1848. 

Sir: I had the honor to receive a resolution of the Senate of the 
29th instant, requiring information as to the progress which had 
been made in the erection of the light-house on Execution Rocks, 
under the act of the 3d March, 1847, and what causes have occurred 
to delay the completion of that work, which you referred to me 
yesterday. 

In my report of the 15th December last, which will he found in 
House Documrr* No. 27, of the present session, in regard to all the 
light-house# for wiuc,i a^ropnations had been made on 3d March, 
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1847, I stated, in relation to this light, that proposals had been 
invited by public advertisement, and a contract entered into with 
the lowest bidder for executing the work for 22,250 dollars, and 
that it was to be completed by the 1st of August, 1848. 

The contract here referred to was entered into with Mr. Thomas 
Butler, of New York, on the 4th August, 1847, for erecting the 
building on a site and agreeably to a plan furnished by Mr. 
Alexander Parris, of Boston, in which it was stipulated that no 
payment was to be made to him until the work was satisfactorily 
done. It was presumed that he was preparing the stone and other 
materials in order to erect the building early in the spring of 1848, 
when Mr. Montanya arrived here in January, of the present year, 
from New York, and stated that Mr. Butler had done nothing to¬ 
wards the building. On receiving this information, I addressed a- 
letter to Mr. Lawrence, the collector at New York, of which a 
copy is enclosed, requesting him to ascertain from Mr. Butler what 
he had done, and what he intended to do, on the subject of this 
work. His answer presented, as an objection to prosecuting the 
work, that the location was not a proper one, (a subject with which 
he had no right to meddle,) and forwarded the opinions to that 
effect of a large number of captains of steamboats and pilots. As 
these opinions were entitled to respect, and I was desirous that the 
light should be placed in the best location, 1 directed the collector 
to send the revenue cutter, with two or three of the most respect¬ 
able and experienced captains and pilots, to the Execution Rocks, 
and designate, in their opinion, the best location for the light. 
They fixed upon a spot somewhat different from that selected by 
Mr. Parris, and in water from seven *to sixteen feet deep. The 
collector at New York was then requested to call upon the engineer 
selected by this office to oversee the work, and upon the contractor, 
to ascertain whether the building could be erected on this new site 
on the plan furnished by Mr. Parris, and whether the contractor 
would execute it for the same sum. According to the answer of 
Mr. Norris, the engineer appointed to oversee the work, received 
with Mr. Lawrence’s letter of the 1st, and herewith transmitted, 
the foundation of the building on the new site, would cost from 
forty to fifty thousand dollars more than on the site fixed on by Mr. 
Parris. 

Mr. Butler, without making any new proposition, wrote to the 
collector that he will go on with the work, under the contract, 
upon the site first selected. A copy of his letter is also enclosed. 

As he has until the 1st of August to fulfil the contract, there was 
no ground afforded by anything which has taken place to annul 
his contract, and give it to another. Should he fail to finish the 
work by the time appointed, it is my intention to institute suit 
against him, and contract with some competent builder for entering 
upon and completing the work. 

I have the honor to be, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
' S. PLEASONTQN 

Robekt J. Wilkes, 
Secretary -of the Treasury. 



Treasury Department, Fifth Auditor’s Office. 
January 22, 1848. 

Sir: Mr. Montanya has represented to the Secretary of the 
Treasury that Mr. Butler, with whom you entered into a contract 
last August for building the Execution Rock light-house, u has not 
exhibited any disposition to commence that work, and Irgm a re¬ 
cent conversation with him, I am satisfied that he will readily as¬ 
sign the contract to me.” 

Can it be possinle that Mr. Bu.ler has done nothing, and intends 
to do nothing under the contract] I did suppose he was preparing 
his materials, and would be ready to put up the building early in 
the spring. I wish you to call upon him, and know what he means 
to do, and inform me. No assignment of the contract to Montanya 
can be permitted, nor can any alteration of the plan be made. If 
Mr. Butler declines to proceed, I shall order suit against him for 
any damage we may sustain, and advertise again for proposals. 

1 have the honor to be, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
' ' S. PLEASONTON. 

Cornelius W. Lawrence, Esq., 
Supt. cf Lights. Boston, Mass. 

Treasury Department, Fifth Auditor’s Office, 
February 10, 1848. 

Sir: I received this morning your letter of the 8th, enclosing a 
bill for ship chandlery supplied the light-house tender, amounting 
to one hundred and one dollars and twenty cents, which you will 
cause to be paid. , 

I shall be glad to hear from you in answer to the inquiry I made 
more than a week ago, as to the proceedings and disposition of Mr. 
Thomas Butler in regard to the contract entered into by him for 
erecting the Execution Rock light-house. Let me hear from you 
on that subject as soon as possible. 

I have the honor to be, sir. respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. PLEASONTON. 

Cornelius W. Lawrence, Esq., 
Supt. of Lights, Arew York City. 

Custom-house, New York, 
Collector''s Office, February 22, 1848. 

Sir: 1 this morning received a letter from Mr. Thomas Butler, 
the contractor for the light-house to be erected on Execution 
Rocks, and herewith transmit it to you in reply to your communi¬ 
cations of the 22d January and 10th February instant. 

I am, sir, yours, very respectfully, 
C. W. LAWRENCE. 

To Stephen Pleasonton, Esq., 
Fifth Auditor, Treasury, Washington. 
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Ravenswoqd, February 19, 1848. 

Sir: I beg leave to state, in reply to your favor of January 
24, that I have a large quarry of stone on the East river, which 
I have been quarrying during the winter. The stone will require 
much cutting to fit them for the light-house as designed at Execu¬ 
tion Rocks. Whether I will be able to complete the building within 
the time prescribed, may depend much upon the selection of a 
proper site. If the building is erected over that boulder stone 
which has been pointed out to me, it may not be possible for me to 
complete it. I am now engaged in obtaining the certificates of 
navigators, pilots, civil engineers, and intelligent citizens, vith the 
hope of being able to prove to the department that the place desig¬ 
nated is less safe to navigation, and a far inferior site, when the 
permanency of the building is consulted, to that of several other 
spots which may be selected. 

With high consideration, your very obedient servant, 
THOMAS BUTLER. 

Hon. C. W. Lawrence, 
Collector, Jfew York. * 

Custom-house, New York, 
Collectors Office, May 1, 1848. 

Sir: Agreeably to your instructions of the 17th ultimo, I ad¬ 
dressed Messrs. Norris and Butler, requesting their views in rela¬ 
tion to the new site designated on Execution Rocks for the contem¬ 
plated light-house. 

Their replies on the subject are herewith transmitted. 
I am, sir, yours, very respectfully, 

C. W. LAWRENCE. 
Stephen Pleasonton, Esq., 

Fifth Auditor, Treasury, Washington. 

New York, No. 62 Gold Street, 
April 28, 1848.. 

Sir: Four days ago I received yours of the 22d, relating to the 
site recently selected for the light-house on Execution Rocks, de¬ 
siring my opinion as to the practicability of laying there a founda¬ 
tion according to the terms of the contract now made, and for the 
same expense as upon the site previously selected, and inviting me 
to confer with Mr. Butler, the contractor, so as to present our joint 
views upon the subject, especially as to the stability of the work, 
if placed as last recommended. 

I have seen Mr. Butler, who thinks, (and in this I agree with 
him,) that a foundation of concrete masonry could be placed upon 
the new site, and, if no regard were had to the expense, that it 
might be made stable and secure, although the water is there, ac- 
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cording to the State of the tide, from 7 to about 16 feet deep. Not 
only could a solid foundation be laid, but by sinking stone around 
it, an island of rock could be created capable of defending the 
work from the swell of the sea, and from the approach of vessels 
or other floating bodies liable to be driven against it, and to destroy 
it in an instant without such protection. But the cost of such a 
foundation would exceed, perhaps, four or five times that of one 
equally good upon the site first chosen. Mr. Butler, however, was 
not prepared to offer an estimate of the increased expense, and at 
this point our joint discussion closed. 

In one particular, the new site appears to be better than the old 
one; it is more nearly opposite the centre of the shoal, and, so far, 
offers a more general and impartial warning of the whole danger. 
You describe it as S. S. E. J S. 330 feet from the old site, and with¬ 
in 60 feet of the ledge. By falling back one or two hundred feet 
upon “the ledge,” you would probably reach the spot recommended 
by me in August last. 

But that one merit seems to me to be far outweighed by the 
greatly increased expense and exposure consequent upon building 
in so deep water. 

Very respectfully, 
H. A. NORRIS. 

C. W. Lawrence, Collector. 

New York, April 25, 1848. 

Sir: I have been called upon to consult with Mr. Norris, and to 
give my views in reference to the naval location selected by the 
pilots and others for the site of the light-house to be erected on 
Execution Rocks. I accord with his views in regard to the differ¬ 
ence in stability and expense. 

I shall, therefore, continue to proceed in erecting the building at 
the largest and most suitable boulder, according to contract. 

Yours, respectfully, 

C. W. Lwrence, Esq., 
Collector of the port of New York. 

THOMAS BUTLER. 
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